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NEW SCHOOL ADMISSIONS CODE
DfES
The new School Admissions Code comes into force on 28 February 2007, and applies to admissions to all maintained schools and Academies from September 2008.  

Admission authorities must ensure that their determined admission arrangements for 2008 comply with the mandatory provisions of this Code.  The School Admissions (Alteration and Variation of, and Objections to, Arrangements)(England)(Amendment) Regulations 2007 permit admission authorities to amend their determined admission arrangements without reference to the Schools Adjudicator to ensure that they comply with the law and the mandatory provisions of this Code.
The Teachernet website specifically draws attention to the following main changes from the pre-legislation consultation version: it prohibits the use of the 'first preference first' oversubscription criterion without exception; it imposes a mandatory requirement on all schools and academies to take part in their local authority's 'In-Year Fair Access Protocol'; and it strongly promotes the use of the sibling criterion at primary schools.
The document can be viewed/downloaded at:

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/sacode/ 
LANGUAGES REVIEW

DfES
A consultation was launched on 14 December 2006 and runs until 31 January 2007, inviting responses to inform Lord Dearing’s review commissioned by the Secretary of State about how the Government might increase the take-up of languages in Key Stage 4.

The relevant documents (including an interim report) are available at: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1452 

ARE YOU READY FOR YOUR INSPECTION?
A GUIDE TO INSPECTIONS OF CHILDCARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

January 2007

Ofsted
Two versions of this new Ofsted guide are available (‘standard’ and ‘long’ versions), replacing previous versions and incorporating new regulations which came into force in October 2005.  Both versions include links to other Ofsted publications relating to the inspection of early years provision, and are essential reading for providers.

Both versions, in either Word or pdf file formats, can be viewed/downloaded at the Ofsted website.  The direct link URL address is absurdly long and complicated, and the easiest route to it is:

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/  >  entering Are You Ready in the search field, and then selecting the relevant link from the 30 or so references which this finds.

FRAMEWORK FOR THE INSPECTION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Published: November 2006

Effective: 1 January 2007

Ofsted
New arrangements for the inspection of non-association independent schools in England have taken effect.

Independent schools which are currently inspected by Ofsted are now subject to a new, shorter inspection model.

The key changes from 1 January 2007 are that:

· all non-association independent schools will be inspected every three (instead of every six) years;

· the new inspections will be shorter in length, with typically two inspectors spending one or two days on site;

· schools will receive two days’ notice of their inspections;

· a new school information and self evaluation form (SIEF) has been developed and schools have been given guidance and training on its completion;

· local authorities will be asked to complete a questionnaire giving their views about the quality of provision offered by schools where they place and fund pupils with statements of special educational need or those who are in public care.

The complete inspection framework [Ref. HMI 2684] can be viewed/downloaded at:
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk  >  entering 2684 in the search field and selecting the document from the page to which this links.
THE FIVE YEAR STRATEGY FOR CHILDREN AND LEARNERS:

MAINTAINING THE EXCELLENT PROGRESS

Published: September 2006
DfES

This publication reviews progress since the launch of the Five Year Strategy in July 2004.  It celebrates developments and achievements, and identifies five clear priorities for the future:
· closing the gap in educational attainment between those from low income and disadvantaged backgrounds and their peers;

· at the same time, continuing to raise standards for all across the whole education system;
· increasing the proportion of young people staying on in education or training beyond the age of 16;

· reducing the number of young people on a path to failure in adult life;

· closing the skills gap at all levels – from basic literacy and numeracy to postgraduate research – to keep pace with the challenge of globalisation.

It contains several charts and graphs which provide useful data on a range of interests, matters and trends.  These mainly cover the period since 1997, but a few go back to the early 1970s.  One, for example, shows that the under-16 conception rate for teenage pregnancy has hardly varied at all since 1974, remaining at just under 10 per 1000, while the under-18 rate has fluctuated quite markedly.
The publication (Ref. DfES-03902-2006) can be viewed/downloaded at:
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/  >  entering 03902-2006 in the Find by search field.  

It can also be obtained from DfES Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park, Annesley, Nottingham, NG15 0DJ.  Tel. 0845 6022260.  Fax. 0845 60333360.

ADVANCED SKILLS TEACHERS: PROMOTING EXCELLENCE

DfES
This is the main AST guidance and is aimed at head teachers, governors, teachers and LA officials.  It contains information about what an AST is, what being an AST involves and what benefits they can bring not only to their own school but also to others in the locality.  It also describes the purpose of the programme and includes brief details of the assessment process and funding arrangements.
The publication [Ref. DfES 0166-2006] can be viewed/downloaded at:
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/professionaldevelopment/ast/guidance/ 
It can also be obtained from DfES Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park, Annesley, Nottingham, NG15 0DJ.  Tel. 0845 6022260.  Fax. 0845 60333360.

THE CHILDREN ACT 1989 REPORT: 2004 AND 2005

Published: October 2006

DfES

As the Ministerial Preface indicates, this report on the Children Act ‘describes a period of intense activity’ relating to the introduction of Every Child Matters and the implementation of the Children Act 2004.  It provides information drawn from the government’s statistical collections and research.  Each of the seven chapters sets the data in the contexts of relevant policy developments and publications where appropriate.
The chapters are:

1
Secure Attachment and Stability

2
Protection from Harm

3
Life Chances of Children in Need

4
Life Chances of Children Looked After

5
Life Chances of Care Leavers

6
Services for Disabled Children and their Families

7
Assessment and Decision Making

The report [Ref. DfES-03982-2006] can be viewed/downloaded at:
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/  >  entering 03982-2006 in the Find by search field.

It can also be obtained from DfES Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park, Annesley, Nottingham, NG15 0DJ.  Tel. 0845 6022260.  Fax. 0845 60333360.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU’RE WORRIED ABOUT A CHILD BEING ABUSED

Published:  December 2006
DfES
This document, which is a revised version, provides best practice guidance for those who work with children in order to safeguard their welfare.  It also contains an appendix to help practitioners with the legal issues affecting the sharing of information. The guidance also provides general information for anyone whose work brings them into contact with children and families, focusing particularly on those who work in social care, health, education and criminal justice services.
  
The sections are:
· Introduction

· Child welfare concerns…

· If you have concerns about a child’s welfare…

· If an initial assessment is required…

· What happens next where there is…

· If you need to take urgent action to protect a child…

· If you need to have a strategy discussion…

· What happens when s47 enquiries are initiated?

· What happens at a child protection conference?

· Pre-birth child protection conference

· Planning

· Intervention

· Child protection review conference

· When may a child cease to be the subject of a child protection plan?

· What happens if a child dies or suffers serious injury or sexual abuse?

The complete guidance [Ref. DfES 04320-2006] can be viewed/downloaded at:

http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/safeguarding/
It can also be obtained from DfES Publications, PO Box 5050, Sherwood Park, Annesley, Nottingham, NG15 0DJ.  Tel. 0845 6022260.  Fax. 0845 60333360.
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